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Students, 
faculty spend 
spring break 
studying in 
Mexico 


Eleven from CSULB 
attend a conference 
on Mayan culture in 
Yucatan, Mexico. 


_By Jesus GONZALEZ 


Assistant Diversions Editor 


Several Cal State Long Beach stu- 
dents, faculty and staff ventured south 
of the border during spring break to ex- 
plore different facets of Mayan culture 
in Yucatan, Mexico. 

Seven CSULB students, two profes- 
sors and two staff members attended 
the two-day conference, “Dialogues on 
Higher Education, Mayan Culture and 
Identity between the United States and 
Mexico,” from March 31 to April 1. 

The U.S.-Mexico Foundation in- 
vited Britt Rios-Ellis, a CSULB health 
science professor and director of the 
Center for Latino Community Health, 
to the conference. 

“I was so excited I was allowed to 
bring seven students as well as two of 
our staff members [from the center],” 
Rios-Ellis said. “It was like a dream 
come true. I could see in [the] answers, 
responses and reactions that there was 
a discovery of Mexico that isn’t what 
you see on the news.” 

Rios-Ellis said that the U.S.-Mexico 
Foundation is an organization working 
to build a bi-national philanthropy, in 
which Mexican-Americans can be- 
come more engaged in what is going 
on in Mexico. 

The conference was held at the Uni- 
versidad Auténoma de Yucatan, and it 
saw attendees from various other insti- 
tutions like Virginia Tech, University 
of California, Los Angeles and Univer- 
sity of California, Berkeley, as well as 
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2014 ASI Elections 
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ASI vice presidential candidate Anh Tran, left, and presidential candidate Agatha Gucyski, center, react to election results. 


A MARGINAL DEFEAT 


The ASI elections are highlighted by Joseph Phillips’ 
narrow victory over Agatha Gucyski for president. 


By JusTINE De La Rosa 


Staff Writer 


ASI Election 
Results 


President 


Joseph Phillips def. 
Agatha Gucyski 


ssociated Students Inc. Chief of Staff Joseph Phillips will take over as 


ASI president in the fall after beating ASI Treasurer Agatha Gucyski by 

only 47 votes in this year’s student government elections. 
Phillips, ASI Secretary for Systemwide Affairs Nayiri Baghdassarian and the 
other 11 candidates who ran on the Students for Diverse Leadership ticket all 


won their respective positions. 


Phillips, who received 50.57 percent of the votes casted in the general election, 


said he is excited to be the ASI president next year. 


Vice President 


Nayiri Baghdassarian 
def. Ahn Tran 


Treasurer 


Kalien Clark and 
Dominique Noble will 
head to a runoff. 


See ELEcTION, Page 3 


CSULB students get their game on 


A new video game development association forms on campus. 


By CrystTAL NIEBLA 
Assistant News Editor 


Students interested in behind-the- 
scenes creation of video games should 
consider joining the new Video Game 
Development Association on campus. 

The VGDA, which saw more than 
80 students at its first meeting in 
March, aims to simulate a real-life 


video game development group com- 
prised of students who create their 
own ideas, VGDA president and se- 
nior marketing major Aaron Lane 
said. 

“Video game development is a 
huge passion of mine,” he said. “I 
think video games are very fun and 
that they bring people together.” 

Lane said he got the idea to cre- 
ate VGDA after noticing a “high de- 
mand” for a video game development 
organization on campus. He said a lot 


of students were talking about it, so he 
began talking to professors about the 
idea. 

He said professors have begun tak- 
ing the organization more seriously 
and are getting more involved with 
the club since Associated Students 
Inc. approved its formation. 

At VGDA’s second meeting on 
March 25, Christopher Cain, a pro- 
fessor in the Department of Film and 
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CSULB 
students 

and 2012 
Innovation 
Challenge 
winners Matt 
Martin, left, 
and Ryan 
Beck stand 

in front of 
their winning 
product. See 
story, page 2. 
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Final four teams to compete in Innovation Challenge 


The winners will 
receive up to $50,000 
to start their business. 


By ANDREW SPENCER 
Assistant City Editor 


Four student teams will have a 
chance to win up to $50,000 in value to 
start a business at the fourth annual Cal 
State Long Beach Innovation Challenge 
Thursday. 

The Innovation Challenge, spon- 
sored by the College of Engineering 
and College of Business Administra- 


MEXICco 


Continued from Page | 


professors from distinguished universi- 
ties in Mexico. ~ 

Rios-Ellis’ husband and CSULB 
Latin American music professor, En- 
rique Rios-Ellis, also represented Long 
Beach at the event. He said he was ex- 
cited to see students’ reactions. 

“It’s very different when [we] visit 
places as tourists,’ Rios-Ellis said. 
“What we witnessed — the way they 
live and interact — we sometimes 
think going to other places would ben- 
efit them, but in reality we have a lot to 
learn from them.” 

The conference featured traditional 
foods, such as the leafy vegetable Cha- 
ya, discussions of Mayan agricultural 
techniques and Mayan prayers and ritu- 
als administered by a priest. 

Mexican economist Carlos Heredia, 
who works at the Center for Economic 
Research and Teaching in Mexico City, 
gave a presentation at the conference 
titled “Global Vision,’ which touched 
on'reasons behind migration. 

“The key component in the U.S.- 
Mexico relationship is getting to 
know each other better,” Heredia said. 
“Ignorance breeds prejudice, [and] 
knowledge breeds understanding and 
trust. When people know individuals 
by name and their town of origin and 
family history, there is a more favor- 
able reaction.” 

One of the conference’s attendees, 
senior sociology major Alvin Delgado, 
said he was most excited about meeting 
new people. 


tion, provides resources for students to 
put their ideas into action with the help 
of mentors. 

“Each team that submitted a Letter of 
Intent received help from a mentor, and 
we received 24 Letters of Intent,’ said 
Barbara Barcon, a College of Engineering 
advisory councilmember. “Out of those 
24, we received 16 full business plans.” 

Barcon said, of the 16, seven were 
chosen as finalists, and a group of judg- 
es chose the final four. 

“The final four teams will have 15 
minutes to present their business idea in 
front of judges,” Barcon said. “Then the 
judges will have 10 minutes to ask ques- 
tions after a team’s presentation. After 
all teams have presented, the judges will 
deliberate and declare a winner.” 


Even though the Innovation Chal- 
lenge is being sponsored by the COE 
and CBA, Barcon said any Cal State 
Long Beach student can apply. 

David Chen, a junior industrial de- 
sign major, is the leader of one of the 
final four teams, named “Uncharted In- 
novations.” 

Chen said he and his teammates, all 
junior and senior industrial design ma- 
jors, are developing the ultimate travel 
toothbrush for their business plan. 

CSULB alumnus Alexander Gracia, 
who graduated in 2011 with a degree in 
international business and operations 
management, partnered with senior 
management major Isaac Pineda to cre- 
ate a business they call “TooferMe,” a 
multifunctional leash company. 


Gracia said they have designed the 
“universal remote of pet leashes” that 
transforms from a one-size-fits-all col- 
lar, to a harness, dog seat belt and more. 

“Our one leash turns into everything 
a pet owner could ever want and need in 
a pet product,” he said. 

Darin Koblick, who is enrolled in a 
joint doctoral program between CSULB 
and the Claremont Graduate University, 
heads the third team with the proposed 
company, “Orbital Dynamics.” 

“We offer a marketplace which pro- 
vides toolboxes and algorithms coded in 
MATLAB to the education, commercial 
and government communities,’ Koblick 
said. 4 

CSULB student Shahab Taherian 
heads the last of the four teams, “Influids.” 


FACEBOOK 


CSULB students pose with Mayan Priest Edgar at the Universidad Autonoma De Yucatan on March 31. 


“T got to interact with students from 
schools in Mérida and Mayan students 
that were really important, as well as 
speaking to professors from different 
majors and backgrounds, careers and 
specialties,’ Delgado said. 

He said the interaction made him in- 


terested in visiting the area again and 
possibly teaching English in some of 
the communities where such resources 
aren’t always readily available. 

Enrique and Britt Rios-Ellis are cur- 
rently working with the U.S.-Mexico 
Foundation to plan an exchange pro- 
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gram over the summer. 

Britt Rios-Ellis said that students 
would be in the Yucatan Peninsula for 
three weeks from July 7 through July 
31. During this time, students would 
take courses at UADY in Mérida for the 
first week to learn about Mayan history, 


EYE CARE 
for STUDENTS 
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6541 E. SPRING ST. 
LONG BEACH, CA 90808 


562.496.3365 


EapOptometry.com 


Our office is located in the Stater Bros. Shopping Center (Spring St. 
& Palo Verde Ave.) “A value frame with single vision plastic lenses 
(sph 4, cyl 3). A valid current student ID must be presented at the 
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discounts or insurance. 


“At InFluids, we bring clarity and 
insight to pulmonary physicians’ most 
complex diagnostic challenges through 
easy, accurate and reliable computer 
simulations,” said Taherian, a PhD can- 
didate in engineering and applied math- 
ematics. 

Barcon said the winning team will 
receive start-up resources as well as 
funding to initiate their projects. 

“The winner will receive $10,000 in 
seed money, and they get an additional 
set of services that can be worth up 
to $40,000, which can include office 
space, legal assistance and much more,” 
Barcon said. 

The winners will be announced at The 
Pointe in the Walter Pyramid on Thursday 
at 4 p.m. 


It’s very different 
when we visit places 
as tourists. What we 
witnessed — the way 
they live and interact ... 
we have a lot to learn 
from them. 


— Enrique Rios-Ellis, 
CSULB Latin American 
music professor 


Mexican history and the Yucatan Pen- 
insula. 

‘Approximately”’'20° to” 25° students 
would be able to attend the three-week 
program. 

Lizette Alvarez, a CSULB graduate 
student who is studying community 
health, said she liked that the confer- 
ence looked at a variety of issues, in- 
cluding social disparities, health, educa- 
tion, quality of life, poverty and racism 
in Mayan communities. 

She said she was glad it focused on 
the Mayan community because it is of- 
ten marginalized. 

“It was a great experience meet- 
ing so many new people who have the 
same goals as me,” Alvarez said. “I 
learned about different perspectives 
of things. I [also] learned a lot about 
myself in the process and it pushed me 
to want to become a better person.” 
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ELECTION 


Continued from Page 1 


“Nay iri [Baghdassarian] and I have 
a lot of awesome ideas that we are go- 
ing to kick-start in the summer,” Phil- 
lips said. “I’ve been writing ideas, 
goals and random stuff I want to do. 
In a nutshell, I’m feeling awesome.” 

Baghdassarian, who ran alongside 
Phillips, won 58.19 percent of the vote 
and beat College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics Senator Anh Tran 
to become next year’s ASI vice presi- 
dent. 

Phillips and Baghdassarian were 
both off campus when ASI General 
Elections Officer Jessica Dirks an- 
nounced the election results to a 
crowd of students and ASI candidates 
in the University Student Union court- 
yard on March 27. Both said they were 
in constant contact with members of 
the SDL team to learn of the results. 

Upon hearing the news, Phillips 
said he screamed, cried, kissed his 
girlfriend and called Baghdassarian. 

“Nayiri [Baghdassarian] was the 
best running mate ever, and I was so 
relieved when she won,” Phillips said. 
“T am glad that [students] chose us to- 
gether as executives.” 

Baghdassarian said it was a “total 
shock” and that she felt “a rush of 
emotions” when she learned she will 
become ASI vice president next year. 

“T was shocked, I was happy, I was 
thankful, I was flattered,’ she said. 
“And I was like, ‘Oh my god, it’s real.’ 
I honestly feel really thankful that stu- 
dents wanted Joe [Phillips] and me to 
be their next president and vice presi- 
dent.” 

Next year’s ASI treasurer has yet to 
be decided; as candidates Dominique 
Noble and Kalien Clark received 
roughly 48 percent and 40 percent of 
the votes, respectively. 

An online run-off election for the 
treasurer position will be held be- 
tween Noble and Clark tomorrow. 
The online run-off will be open for 
students Tuesday through Thursday. 
Electronic ballots will be emailed to 
students at midnight on Tuesday. 

ASI Executive Director Richard 
Haller said 4,127 students, or 12 per- 
cent of the student body, voted in the 
election. 

“J was certainly worried about the 
voter turnout at first, but I’m glad to 
see we exceeded 4,000,” Haller said. 
“J was very surprised at how the mar- 
gins were so close, especially for presi- 
dent. It really shows the importance of 
voting.” 

However, Gucyski, who narrowly 
lost to Phillips, said that she was dis- 
appointed by the turnout and the lack 
of student participation in this year’s 
election. 

“J just wish there was a higher 
voter turnout, obviously, and I wish 


-there was more excitement for the 


campaign,” she said. “I think students 
didn’t really get to know the candi- 
dates this year.” 

Gucyski said her biggest concern, 
though, is who will take over her posi- 
tion as ASI treasurer. 

“T want to make sure that whoever 
is in office of treasurer is a really good 
candidate,’ she said. “Someone that 
students can trust, someone who will 
do a really good job and someone who 
will make sure students get taken care 
of.” 


‘Joseph Phillips, above, and 
Nayiri Baghdassarian, 
right, will become next 
year’s ASI president and 
vice president, respectively. 
The rest of their ticket 
members, eleven 
candidates representing 
Students for Diverse 
Leadership, were also 
elected to their respective 
positions. 


PHoTos BY TODD JOHNSON 
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Clark, who ran on the same ticket as 
Gucyski and Tran, said she is excited 
to move forward in this week’s run-off 
election. 

“Even if I do get the position with 
two candidates that I did not run with, 


-I am happy to work together to get 


things done,” Clark said. “This is re- 
ally what it’s all about; helping the 
students and putting aside past differ- 
ences and past tickets and just working 
together as a team.” 

Phillips. and Baghdassarian echoed 
Clark’s sentiment and said that, even 
though all 13 SDL members were 
elected into ASI, it should not cause 
any conflict. 

“We are looking forward to work- 
ing with all winners, SDL or not, to 
better Long Beach,” Phillips said. 

Baghdassarian said it is a valid con- 
cern for an outsider to think that SDL 
will cause a clique mentality within 
ASI, but in reality it should not cause 
any problems. 

“At the end of the day, we’re all fu- 
ture representatives, and we all work 
for the students,” Baghdassarian said. 
“That’s what ASI is for. So it wouldn’t 
make any sense to me for any type of 
conflict between members who were a 
part of SDL and who weren’t to hap- 
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Some candidates who lost in the 


election said the results will not de- 
ter them from participating in student 
government and advocacy. 

Tran, who lost the vice presidential 
race, said she will definitely stay in- 
volved in representing students. 

“JT will continue to work to help the 
groups that I promised to help, like 
[Assembly Bill 540] students,’ she 
said. “What I do will not change. It’s 
just that I don’t have the [vice presi- 
dent] title.” 

Gucyski said that she plans to look 
into opportunities outside of ASI. She 
wants to continue helping the commu- 
nity and said she may consider looking 
into working with non-profits. 

“T’m still very passionate about 
higher education, so I’ll go to the Cali- 
fornia State Student Association and 
maybe get a position there,’ Gucyski 
said. “I’ll do more advocacy work for 
higher education. These are the kinds 
of things that I can do. It’s not a big 
deal. There’s still so many things out 
there for me.” 

The complete list of elected ASI 
candidates for the 2014-15 school year 
can be found on the ASI website. Re- 
sults from the run-off election for ASI 
treasurer will be announced Friday at 
the USU Southwest Terrace. 
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Electronic Arts, brought his entire class 
to the meeting, Lane said. 

“T think both students and professors 
wanted it,” he said. 

He said the organization’s purpose 
is to help students “make it in the real 
world” by helping them build social and 
life skills as they work with others to de- 
velop a video game. 

“Having your name as a credit on a 
video game is a really big deal,’ Lane 
said. “It [shows] a level of experience 
and skill set.” 

He said one of employers’ biggest 
complaints is that most graduates in 
the gaming industry don’t know how to 
work in teams. 

“They have poor communication 
skills, and they’re not very good at 
working in a cross-functional team- 
based environment,” Lane said. 

During the first half of the year, 
members of the club are divided into 
teams of six or more to make small 
games, Lane said. 

The teams are comprised of pro- 
grammers, content creators, writers, 
designers, artists and sound engineers, 
Lane said. 

“The natural leaders will float to the 
top,” he said. 

Lane said that teams can work re- 
motely and are not required to work in 
the same room. Because there may be 
20 people working on one thing at the 
same time, VGDA uses tools like Drop- 
box or GitHub to share “assets” such as 
sound bits, art or scripts, Lane said. 

One of VGDA’s annual goals is to 
make at least one polished game, free of 
any glitches or bugs, ready for shipping, 


Lane said. 

Once the small games are created at 
the end of the semester, the members 
will present their games and ideas for 
a bigger project the following semester, 
Lane said. 

There are no membership fees to 
join the organization, but students must 
use their own computers to develop 
the games. Lane said the organization 
does, however, plan to apply for funding 
through ASI grants and hopefully sell a 
game for profit in the future. 

Senior film major Steve Chou, who 
is applying for the VGDA’s archivist 
position, said he likes the organization 
because it compares to professor Adam 
Moore’s video game writing and design 
class — the first class of its kind. 

Because it is an experimental class, 
Chou said, Moore wants to collaborate 
with the computer science department 
to develop a video game. 

Chou and Lane both said that al- 
though they expect to graduate soon, 
they want to stay involved in the orga- 
nization. 

“T started this all by myself,’ Lane 
said. “I’ve never really been involved in 
school, but when I got to Cal State Long 
Beach [I thought,] ‘Itd be really cool to 
have a video game development studio 
on campus.” 

VGDA will hold its third meeting 
Tuesday at 4 p.m. in Psychology build- 
ing, Room 150, where members will 
vote to elect officers. The meeting is 
open to all students. 

In addition, Lane has set up an online 
leadership application for anyone inter- 
ested in applying for an executive posi- 
tion in the organization. 

“No one has to know how to develop 
a video game ... That’s the great thing 
about this organization,” Lane said. 
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Our VIEW: 


UNIVERSITIES SHOULD LEVEL THE PLAYING 
FIELD FOR STUDENT ATHLETES 


ne of the beauties of attending a university is the ability to join student 

organizations that coincide with our passions. Students who join university- 

run extracurricular activities get to explore a variety of interests, and some 
even receive compensation for their work. Unfortunately, the same cannot be said of 
college athletes. 

It’s true that students may join athletic programs for a love of the game, but isn’t 
that why most of us join any other student activity? If other on-campus organiza- 
tions, such as student government or student newspapers, have the funding to em- 
ploy participants and provide them with an official salary or other benefits, why is it 
different for participants in university sports programs? 

A few members of the Northwestern University football team formed a union, and 
university administrators, along with football coach Pat Fitzgerald, are not pleased. 
In response, the university appealed the unionization, and its case will soon wind up 
in the U.S. Supreme Court. 

On Saturday, Fitzgerald made his first public comments about the situation and 
said he has already vocalized his concerns to the team. 

USA Today reported that Fitzgerald commented on some of the key issues, which 
included improved sports-related medical care and reasonable practice schedules. 
He said, “All this can be handled with communication. It’s about trust.” 

Some of the players, however, such as quarterback Trevor Siemian, might be sid- 
ing with Fitzgerald as well, according to another article by USA Today. 

The group backing the unionization is the College Athletes Players Association, 
a group led by CAPA President Ramogi Huma, which includes former Northwestern 
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quarterback Kain Colter. 

There are ongoing speculations about whether or not the organization is fighting 
for salaries for the players, claims refuted by both Huma and Colter. 

“The goal is to make athletes have a seat at the table. Health and safety of athletes 
is the concern, especially to reduce the risk of brain trauma,” Huma told the As- 
sociated Press. ““We want to make sure they have an opportunity to hear from us 
directly.” 

We side with CAPA on this matter because we feel that the student athletes’ 
requests are simple and reasonable. Of course, we can’t accurately compare Cal 
State Long Beach to Northwestern, because funding for student programs is entirely 
different from school to school. 

Obviously, every university is different, but we feel that student athletes should 
be treated in a manner comparable to that of other students on campus. If a univer- 
sity has it in the budget to compensate students for participating in extracurricular 
activities, maybe some of that budget could be used to compensate student athletes. 

Major sports stations and universities profit from sporting events; therefore, we 
feel that student athletes should reap some of the monetary benefits as well, consid- 
ering these students devote a lot of free time to their respective sport. Yes, we know 
they choose to play for their school teams, but they still should be respected for the 
time they invest in the university. 

Regardless of how this case plays out, we’re glad that CAPA gave universities 
everywhere an overdue reality check. 

We hope to see more college sports programs find ways to level the playing field. 
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By NICOLETTE Norris 
Staff Writer 


he infamous “thigh gap” has served as 

an unhealthy obsession for teenage girls, 

who diet and exercise excessively in hopes 
of achieving a space between their inner thighs 
when they stand with their knees together. 

Target has fueled this aspiration by Photo- 
shopping a thigh gap onto the legs of already 
thin models. The models were shown in multiple 
Photoshopped advertisements online for Xhilara- 
tion swimwear. What followed was an immediate 
surge of angry criticism. i 

You would think that Target would have higher 
standards for its ads, considering the millions of 
dollars that it rakes in from consumers annually, 
which include the young female consumers of this 
particular swimsuit line. 

Though Target representatives have apologized 
for the insensitive ad and have taken the photo 
off the website, the image is still engraved in the 
minds of teenagers all over the country who feel 
that they need to fit the mold of this unrealistic 
expectation. 

Most, if not all, advertisements in the media 
today involve some form of Photoshop in order to 
perfect the faces and bodies of models. However, 
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most times, it is not as obviously and poorly done 
as it was in the Target photos, so it often goes 
unnoticed by the public. 

Such advertisements are giving women the 
false idea that beauty is unattainable because 
not even the models look the way they appear 
post-edit. 

But, women are not the only ones seeing 
these ads. The men who see these advertise- 
ments tend to view these women with unrealistic 
“thigh gaps” as the norm, which makes anyone 
who doesn’t measure up to these standards feel 
inferior. 

It is unfair that women have to constantly be 
compared to this idea of perfection because it of- 
ten leads to body image issues and low self-es- 
teem. Unfortunately, when women feel bad about 
themselves, they might go to drastic measures in 
order to fit into the societal norm of “beauty” that 
fashion advertisements project. 

There are growing numbers of women who 
starve their bodies and over-exercise for the sole 
purpose of attaining unrealistic goals, like the 
models featured in such ads. This isn’t a recent 
development, but it should be a thing of the past 
by now. 

Young girls in elementary schools are already 
exposed to dieting and unhealthy body image 
habits because of overly-thin models and ac- 
tresses posted on billboards at every turn. Women 
across the country invest thousands of dollars 
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on beauty products, diet solutions and exercise 
videos that might never work or only bring about 
short-term results. 


The nature of our media-based society today 
is placing an unnecessary strain on the lives of 
women. 
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Captain America returns with answers 


“Captain America: The Winter Soldier” takes a different 
approach to the typical hero-villian dialectic. 


By Matt MUELLER 
Staff Writer 


In Marvel’s “The Avengers,” the question of 
just how Captain America is relevant in today’s 
modern world was a recurring thought. The sequel 
to Captain America’s 2011 feature film, “Captain 
America: The Winter Soldier,’ finally answers 
that question. 

A common point of contrast between the films 
of comic book giants, Marvel and DC, is that the 
latter (“Man of Steel” and “The Dark Knight” tril- 
ogy) tend to be grim in tone and strip away what- 
ever fantastic elements are deemed superfluous. 
However, Marvel revels in and embraces the mad- 
ness of comic books, distilling it expertly to the 
big screen. 

“Captain America: The Winter Soldier” strad- 
dles the line between the two, blurring the divide 
between the miraculous and the sinister. 

Early on, the audience gets to see conflict- 
ing crime-fighting approaches between Captain 
America (Chris Evans) and.Nick Fury (Samuel L. 
Jackson), who is the Director of SHIELD, an intel- 
ligence agency in the film that is similar to the CIA. 

Fury stands in awe of SHIELD’s newest project: 
three fully weaponized airships with the analytical 
capabilities to determine potential threats and the 
targeting to take them out. 

Captain America, however, finds himself dis- 


gusted with the consequentialist attitude Fury pos- 
sesses and verbally rebukes him. 

The film, while taken at face value, is en- 
tertaining because it establishes a sense of 
political commentary that adds more value for 
viewers who recognize the real-world paral- 
lels — most notably the recent controversies 
behind the NSA’s surveillance tactics and the 
U.S. drone strikes. 

Adding to Marvel’s newfound sense of “gravi- 
tas,” the films action sequences send the protago- 
nists’s fate into uncertainty. The combat scenes 
are weighted by a sense of grimness, often feeling 
heavier than the superheroics of past films, where 
it seems the heroes were invincible and never in 
any real danger. 

The Winter Soldier, an assassin and the villian 
of the film, reinforces this sentiment, acting more 
like a force of nature than a human being. He rare- 
ly speaks and, when put on a mission, he executes 
it perfectly, with no care for collateral damage. 
The Winter Soldier brutally murders anybody in 
his path. 

There are, however, a few “uniquely Marvel” 
aspects to the film. 

Most prominently, the sequel contains Mar- 
vel’s penchant for fan service. While not explicit, 
the events of this film retroactively affect other 
parts of the Marvel Cinematic Universe, most 
importantly “Iron Man 2” and ABC’s “Agents of 
SHIELD.” 

The film nods to more dedicated comic book 
fans as well — those who’ll recognize the name 
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Stephen Strange and the two 
new superheroes revealed in 
the mid-credits scene. 

“Captain America: The 
Winter Soldier” refuses to stick 
to one side of the reality-fantasy 
spectrum, which is quite possi- 
bly the main factor for its success. 
Outstanding acting, directing and 
screenwriting make this film a top 
pick for a night at the movies. 
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Individual milestones met for Long Beach State 


Dirtbags head coach Troy Buckley earns his 100th victory at The Beach and softball pitcher 
Erin Jones-Wesley breaks the school record for wins with a shutout of UC Riverside. 


By Daty 49rR Sports.STAFF 
Staff Writers 


The Long Beach State softball and 
baseball teams both had memorable 
spring breaks, as the 49ers and Dirt- 
bags each won their weekend series and 
saw a couple individuals reach career 
milestones. 

Leading the softball team (29-9, 6-0 
Big West) to a sweep of UC Riverside 
was pitcher Erin Jones-Wesley, who 
shut out the Highlanders (19-20, 0-6 
Big West) on Saturday for her 79th 
career win at LBSU. The achievement 
moved her past Meredith Cervenka for 
for the most wins in school history. 

Jones-Wesley had plenty of support, 
though, as the 49er offense outscored 
UCR 30-4 over the three-game series. 

The Dirtbags also had a successful 
weekend, and they took two of three from 
defending national champion UCLA. 

The week didn’t start out great, how- 
ever, as LBSU lost 4-3 to Southern Cal- 
ifornia on Tuesday. It then kicked off its 
series with UCLA on Friday with a 1-0 
loss to the Bruins in a pitching battle 
that lasted 11 innings. 

“J thought [Andrew] Rohrbach pitched 
great,” head coach Troy Buckley said of 
his starter, who threw eight shutout in- 
nings. “We didn’t do enough on the of- 
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A Dirtbags baserunner heads for third base against USC. 


fensive end to give us a chance to win 
even though we had a chance at the end.” 

The Dirtbags ended their weekend 
with momentum, though, as they shut 


out UCLA on Saturday. LBSU has dealt 
with numerous injuries to the pitching 
staff, but Josh Frye and Ryan Millison 
filled in successfully on Saturday, com- 
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bining efforts to hold down the Bruins. 
The Dirtbags then took the series 
rubber match Sunday afternoon, com- 
ing back from an early deficit en route 
to an 8-5 win. 
- written by Sports Editor Jason Clark 


Men’s volleyball team drops two 

Spring break wasn’t very relax- 
ing even for The Beach, as the men’s 
volleyball team dropped two crucial 
matches against UC Santa Barbara and 
UCLA, each in five sets. 

_After losing three of the four road 
matches a couple of weeks ago, Long 
Beach State (16-9, 13-9 Mountain Pa- 
cific. Sports Federation) hoped to pick 
up a pair of wins as they returned home 
to host last weekend’s games. 

Instead, the 49ers lost to the Gauchos 
(15-8, 14-8 MPSF), 25-16, 21-25, 25-23, 
23-25 and 12-15, and followed it with 
a heartbreaker against the Bruins with 
scores of 25-23, 24-26, 24-26, 25-18 
and 13-15. 

Every set the 49ers lost to the Bru- 
ins was by only two points, ending the 
weekend with disappointment as they 
picked up their third straight loss. 

“We played a lot more like how we 
usually play [compared to previous 
weeks],” head coach Alan Knipe said. 
“But it came down to a few plays and we 
just didn’t execute.” 

Jeff Ornee led the 49ers against the 
Gauchos with his first career double- 
double, contributing 10 kills and 11 
blocks while Taylor Crabb collected his 
ninth double-double with 18 kills and 
12 digs. Ian Satterfield contributed 16 
kills and 10 digs. 

Taylor Crabb racked up 28 kills and 
10 digs against the Bruins while Cody 
Martin made his first big break with a 
career-high 18 kills, hitting a .630. 

LBSU dropped to No. 6 in NCAA 
standings and is now tied with Hawaii 
and UCSB for sixth in MPSF standings. 

- written by Assistant Sports Editor 
Anita Wang 


Women’s water polo team defeats UC 
Davis in close thriller 

The No. 12 Long Beach State wom- 
en’s water polo team proved it can win 
close games, squeaking by No. 16 UC 
Davis, 5-4, Sunday at the Campus Pool. 

Hillary Veselik secured a steal on 
the game’s final possession to ward off 
a late power-play opportunity for the 
Aggies (11-15, 0-4). 

It was sweet redemption for the 49ers 
(17-8, 1-1) after the team lost its confer- 
ence opener at Hawaii in overtime. 

Head coach Gavin Arroyo thought the 
win was significant for another reason. 

“It wasn’t our best game, but to get 
the last stop was big,” he said. “It was a 
character builder.” 

The Beach struggled to find its way 
on offense. Aggie goalkeeper Jillian 
Wilding kept the 49ers off the score- 
board in the first half. 

In the third period, Long Beach 
erupted for four goals. Coriann Snyder 
tied the score for the third time in the 
quarter before Christina Kotsia lifted 
LBSU to its first lead of the game. 

The Aggies pulled even at 4 on a five- 
meter penalty shot by Keelia Houston. 

LBSU secured a late 6-on-5 situation 
and the 49ers took advantage. 

The 49ers worked the umbrella from 
right to left without the ball touching 
the water. Jessica Brooks to Chelsea 
Parks to Kayla Robert ended up with 
the go-ahead goal for The Beach. 

“At some point you start learning 
how to win or you start learning how to 
lose,” Arroyo said. “We’re definitely at 
that crossroads. That’s why today was 
so significant.” 

- written by Assistant Sports Editor 
Andrew Turner 
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SPRING BREAK 
SCOREBOARD 


Baseball 

MARCH 28 

Long Beach State 10 
Cal State Northridge 5 
MARCH 29 

Long Beach State 4 
Cal State Northridge 3 
MARCH 30 

Long Beach State 5 
Cal State Northridge 6 
TUESDAY 

Long Beach State 3 
USC 4 
FRIDAY 

UCLA 1 
Long Beach State 0 
SATURDAY 

Long Beach State \ 4 
UCLA 0 
SUNDAY 

UCLA 5 
Long Beach State 8 
Softball 

MARCH 30 

Long Beach State 8 
UC Davis 0 
Long Beach State 9 
UC Davis 1 
MARCH 31 

Long Beach State 3 
UC Davis 1 
SATURDAY 

UC Riverside 0 
Long Beach State 8 
UC Riverside 0 
Long Beach State 7 
SUNDAY 

UC Riverside 15 
Long Beach State 4 
Men’s Volleyball 

MARCH 27 

Long Beach State 3 
San Diego 0 
MARCH 28 ’ 
Long Beach State 0 
UC Irvine 3 
THURSDAY 

UC Santa Barbara 3 
Long Beach State 2 
SATURDAY 

UCLA 3 
Long Beach State 2 
Women’s Sand Volleyball 
THURSDAY 

Long Beach State 1 
Pepperdine 5 
FRIDAY 

Long Beach State 5 
Irvine Valley 1 
Long Beach State 4 
Arizona 1 
Women’s Water Polo 

SUNDAY 

UC Davis 4 
Long Beach State 5 
Women’s Tennis 

FRIDAY 

Long Beach State 6 
UC Santa Barbara 1 
SATURDAY 

Long Beach State 5 
Cal Poly 2 


